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HB 2028 would amend Chapter 3431 to provide for collection of waste automotive tires for recycling.
Our statement on this bill does not constitute an institutional position of the University of Hawaii.
Remedying the solid waste management concerns of an island state requires a multifaceted approach.
This bill provides one approach to a responsible management program for a particularly persistent element
of the solid waste stream: used tires. However, we note that, even in such proposed legislation, ideas
counterproductive to a fully articulated solution may be entrenched. For example, in line 2, page 1, we suggest
inserting the words "once commingled" after "which,"noting that it is the absence of source separation which
creates the difficulty of extraction. For an item such as used tires, the vast majority of which enter the waste
stream from discrete locations, source separation is logisticly simple, and is, in fact, the basis for the ensuing
management approach.
Along similar lines, the word "disposal" is probably inappropriate, since the actual function of a landfill
for items such as tires is actually storage. The reality of solid waste management is that, for the majority of
landfill items, "disposal" is impossible.
We also not that this bill deals only with the supply side of residual resources. Without commensurate
development of applied demand options such as incorporation of shredded tire material in asphalt for road
surfaces or roofing sealants, resource recovery will result in accumulation of another processed, yet unutilized
commodity, adding the cost of storage to those encumbered in the recovery.
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